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Where in Italy did you come from? 
I came from Abruzzi. It ~ • in the central part of 
Italy. Between Rome and Naplea. 
How do you apell that? 
Abruzz1. That's the region. The town itaelf is 
-. 
Waa it a little town? 
It wa8 little. Maybe 4000, _a population of 4000, 
4500 aomething around there. 
How big is your family? 
There are five children. Three girls and two boys. 
You lived on a farm, right? 
Yea. My father owned a very large farm with much 
land around it, aa far aa you could aee. 
What kind of a crop did he grow? 
He mostly grew vegatables and any kind of fruit, 
pears, cherries, apple•, almonds, you name it and ~ 
was t here. Vegetable8 of all kinds. Wheat, alot 
of wheat. He also had vineyards. 
Did he hire anyone to work on the farm? 
_,_ 
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He did, yea. Eapecially during the summer time 
Which is the busiest time. He did hire men a 
few days a week to come and help. It ia almoat 
impoasible to re~lly do all that on one ' • own . 
Did your mother work at all? 
Yes she did. While we were there, ye he did. 
S~e helped alot with the farm. Al o tried to 
bring up five kids. ... . 
You had said before that some of your brothers 
and sisters were much older than you .were. 
Yes. My oldest sister is 22 years older than I 
am. She is the first. 
Did you all attend chool? 
Yea, we did. I went up to the fifth grade and 
they went up to high school. 
Did you go to church? 
Yea, we did. We followed the same Catholic rel-
igiou way of att~nding church. 
What kind of customs did you follow? 
The typical Italian customs that were brought to 
ua by my parents. 
You were telling me before about Christmas time 
the differences between ••• 
Tbe difference ia that we don't trade gift• at 
Chriatmaa time as your custom ia here. We usually 
give .. gifts at the Epiphany which is J a nuary 6. 
It is moatay to the children rather than to the 
grown-ups. Christmas time ia more of a religious 
type of ceremony. We have the big dinner, we go 
to church, and we have alot of religious eel-
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ebrations. Christmas time is a big thing. 
vlhen did you come ·to the U.S.? 
1967. 
Why did you come? 
My oldest brother was here. He had married acme-
one who had bee.n here. When she came~ back they 
married and he came here. That year, 1966, they 
came back for a visit and they convinced my father 
to come to the United States. Since my brother 
and r rwere still young and at home there would 
be much more job opportunities bere · than there 
would have been there. That is very very true. 
He finally d.id. convince him and he did come and 
so we settled. 
So your whole family except for one slater waa 
here> right? 
At that time there were just three of ua because 
my ·oldest sister was in Australia. She moved here 
after we had been here four years. She and her 
family came here. 
How did you feel ' about your whole family being 
split up? 
At that time I really didn't realize the difference 
it makes aa I do now. Like now, my aister is 
coming here for my wedding. It makes a difference 
of havingj everyone here than to know that aome-
one ia so many miles away. 
Were you close to your brother• and sisters while 
you were growing up? 
G\t)c(. 
My brother~I was because he was the closest one 
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to me. Tme others were not at home at that time, 
they had been married and out of the country. 
Him and I were the last ones at home. We were 
kind of close and fought alot. 
You came here by plane, right? 
Yes, we did. We flew in from Rome to Boston. 
What possessions did you bring with you? 
It was mainly clothes. There wasn't too much 
that you could bring because you were limited to 
weight on the plane. It was mainly your most 
easenttal things that you had to bring with you. 
Personal possessions. 
Why did you come to Rhode Island? 
Well, my brother had settled here with his fam-
ily and since we were coming here to him, we just 
settled in Providence where they were. 
Which part of Providence do you live in? 
Right in Providence on Federal Hill. 
You said your father had come here six months 
ahead J.of you. 
Right. He had to come six months ahead eo thatt 
he could call for ua. He had an apartment ready 
for us. 
Did he have a job? 
Yea he did. He started to work right after he 
came. He worked in a knife company and he worked 
there right along. 
D!d you like the community when ~ou first arriveqi 
Yes I did because there were ~any Italian people 
there. It made you feel a little more at home to 
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talk to someone in your own language than ome-
one who didn't know what you were talking about. 
It helped alot. 
Did you attend school When you got here? 
Yes I did. I attended elementary school' and I 
skipped gradeil. as I went along and I finished. 
I went right up to the twelfth grade. I finished 
high achool in 1974. 
Did you have any languag~ problema in chool? 
At the beginning yes. I really didn't like it. 
It wa like "How am I g-oing to get through this?" 
It made it very diff~cult becauae there was no 
bilingual program. So it waa just, what they would 
call then, an ungraded room. So we were there for 
reading, how I don't know, and looking at pictures. 
You had to kind of make your own judgement'' as to 
how you 
••• It wae a must. You had to learn no 
matter how. And I Idid~ 
Your brother too? 
He didn't go to achool eince he tarted to work 
right after he came. But he learned juet a much 
as I did by making hill own way too. If you put 
in your mind that you have to learn thia i what 
your here for, you will. If you expect peonie to 
work miracle• for you, ~t'a not going to happen. 
Did you have any problems making friends? -
Not really. People were really really grea~ • . Even 
in school, the student• who went there accepted me 
well. Ttley really did. I felt somewhat, you know, 
I didn't know What .. t..o &y to those people. But 
s. 
they were ao wonderful . 
INTERVIEWER: They were probably fascinated by the fact that ~ou ••• 
INTERVIEWEE: I think that'il it. Right . They were juat "Oh, 
this is a new kid in the claa!!. 11 Eut they were 
great, even the teachers were jua~ fantastic . Tfiey 
really were . Tliey couldn't do much for ua because 
they didn't know how to help ua in the language 
but they were so understanding . It was just some-
thing else . Tfiey accepted us so well . 
INTERVIEW~R: : Did you attend church? 
INTERVIEWEE:·· Yea, we did . We attended an Italian parish . Every-
body went there . But it doesn't really make that 
much of a difference because thetr way of carrying 
out your Catholic religion ia basically the same. 
It didn't make that much of a difference . Although 
at the beginning we didn't know exactly what was 
going on. But we went . 
INTERVIEWER: · You said that your parents don't speak English, 
did they have problems adjuating? 
INTERVIEWEE:: Yea, they did.because they came much older . If you 
come) say about 35 even 40, I Iwould aay, it kind of 
makes it a. little eaaier for you to get .adjuated . 
But when your older and you've lived your whole 
life in a totally different country, ;it make• it 
very difficult ju t to get adjusted . They did and 
now they're adjusted ao much more . Some people have 
been here 20 year• and they atill condemn this 
place Which is so terrible . I think if people 
don't like to stay why don't they just go. If they 
think they have it so much better there, why stay 
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here . It is too bad that people have that at-
a. oW. 
titude because 1t 1a reall Acountry . It really i • 
In every aspect that you oan think of. Although 
some people, I've heard of people who have actually 
been born here say, "What is there to see? What's 
here to do?" Well they don't know what they have 
because they haven't seen the other aide. 
D1d your mother work when she arrived? 
She did for awhile but then she took sick. She 
was ill from time to time . It didn't work out 
for her to be working so it was Just good enough 
for her to be home . 
Did you have alot of financial problema because 
of that? 
Well, at fir t because you run in~o so much dif-
ficulty because there is so much that you're 
trying to do . Xou establish your Whole life style 
here and then illness strikes . That makes it kind 
of difficult, especially with one person working 
and four people living with him . But you know, 
you Just keep your hopes up and things did work 
out . When you hit rock bottom, the only way to go 
is up . And we did and things worked out well . 
Htiw did you feel about leaving Italy? 
Well, I really didn't want to at first but I treally 
had no saying in 1t . We're going and that ia it. 
I really didn't want to. I really missed it When 
we first came and it . was like, "I want to go back." 
t:l'lle. 
But then once ..• TMe first Awe went back after we 
had been here was after three years and you find 
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o much of a big difference about what you leave 
and what you find. Three years time doesn't seem 
like much but it ia. 
Dmd you see your old friends when you went back? 
r did aome. Yea, I did. The kids I -went to 
school with. 
How did they react to you? 
Tmey were pleased to see me but you know you lose 
that closeness that you have with your friends, 
especially if you don't keep in touch Which I : did 
with a couple. I have a few cousins there, those 
were the close t and I kept in touch with them. 
But there is a little difference. If you don't 
ee someone for so long and it's like, "Oh, your 
home!" It's nice_, they're glad to see you but you 
feel a little bit different towards them too. 
Did you make friend with both Americans and 
Italians? 
Yes, I did. In fact mostly were Americana rather 
than Italians. Not because I had anything against 
them but it helped me in away to learn the English 
language much quicker. 
Did you encounter any prejeudice when you got 
here? 
No, ! 'didn't. Like I r. aaid, people welcomed me. 
I gueas being Italian just ' didn't make _a dif- ·· 
ference. And to today, it still doesn't. I feel 
the same way towards other nationalities, or any 
kind of religious, or race. To me it doesn't make 
a difference. There ia good and bad in no matter 
s. 
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s omeday. It is not a vital thing but it'• nice 
to know. 
They Will probably appreciate it too. 
I ·think so, in some ways later on in ld:fe. Like 
my little nephew is two or three year old, he 
speaks Italian too. rou start :·. them from When 
their little ,and carry it right out. Which makes 
it nice, not because it's Italian, if it were an-
other l anguage 1 would feel the same way. But it 
is good that they know something else. 
These are some questions on general beliefs which 
you might hold. Do you beliey~ in the importance 
of a good education? 
Ye.s, I do. I think that an education is one of 
the1important things. I think it is, yes. 
For both men and women? 
Ye , ! ' think so. I think women .should be treated 
almost as equally as men, not in everything be-
cause I don't believe in everything but as far as 
education, yes, I Tthink so. 
What do you think the woman's role is today? 
In What way? 
I•m thinking more or leas of Italy, maybe not now, 
but several years agQ, the woman was in the home 
taking c are of the f amily and that was that. 
Well, yeal TE.at J. i• exactly What they thought of, 
yea. Typical male chauvinists. In the smaller 
towns, I .~would say, the leas liber..al towns, the 
older p~ople who are there now, to this day, they 
still feel that way. TBe woman should belong in 
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the house. She should work but as far a having 
outside social affairs or just being sociable, I'm 
talking about the real older ones now or the un-
civilize~ towns th~t are still cooped up some 
where, alot of them atill do feel that way. We 
didn't have that problem, ~ parents don't feel 
that way. It ia equal for both. A man alway• has 
the right of way all the time, that's still, you 
know. aut they don't feel that a woman should be 
juat there, "Don 1 t you put your head out the win-
dow because that's not your duty to ·do." No. 
Although there are still some people who feel ~ that 
way, yea. But it'• not that much nowad~a a it 
use to be years ago. Tminga are changing all over. 
You personally, do you want to work' once you get 
married? 
I will. I don't mind working. Yea, I will. 
For financial support, yea I think it would make 
thing• alot easier both way • 
v'lhat about When you have kida? 
Well then I Iwon't because ! don't believe in 
leaving your children to everyone. Although my 
mother, if they are atill here .at that time,* she 
would probably like to take them but until they're 
older. The firatt.few years of their life, I think 
the mother belong• with her kids. 
Do you believe in divorce? 
*The interviewee was referring to the fact that 
her parents were considering returning to Italy 
since they •till own land tnere. Once Roae ia 
married; they will have seen ali of their chil-
#settled. 
1~ . 
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Im aome respects I do, yes. Why should a woman 
or man be stuck with their partner if it'a going 
to ruin their whole life . Why should it? If it 
happened to me, ometh~ng that I Tdon't see now, 
I mean if I :. see something now that I - don' ·t like 
about my fiancee, I would just put it down, like 
cards on the table, and say am I willing to do 
thia for the rest of my ldfe or am I not. If I 
am not, I'd just as soon not get married. Because 
nobody forces you to do it . If your happy to do 
what your doing, it'• fine but then ahould some-
thing come up later on, if it's something I really 
can't tolerate, or this person ia juat making a 
total fool out of you becauae you, then 1t'• look 
honey there's the door or I go too. So I do believe 
in it somewaya . Some people juat take it a well 
if things don't work out that's it, there'• the 
divorce court . Well I don't believe in that becaus·e 
you lhould think of things before you do What you're 
doing. But not that a woman has to be aacrificed 
because a divorce is something ao terrible . For 
some people I agree with them 100 per cent. Some 
people, no I don't agree with them at all. 
Some people just aren't meant for each other. 
Right . Well their juat not. A person ahould be 
with them for the reat of their life and living 
in misery, w~y should that peraon, I mean what d~d 
you do to deserve that? Unleaa that',a what you 
really want then that' a .Your problem. If there is 
another alternative, to work thing• out,that'a fine, 
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interfere with them, their not going to inter-
fere with you . They couldn't care less. They are 
very nice people. They just don't go around 
shooting people for nothins, believe me they doD't. 
Tfiey have a reason When they do something . 
But there are ~ome people who hold prejeudicea 
against Italians because they think that everyone 
who i Italian is Mafia. 
Ye , that's exactly right . Yes, they do . You 
know that 1 something aggrava te• me to a point 
because it's like saying, "Hey, your not Italian, 
your no gooQ.." That' e wrong . I- mean I mi-ght be 
just as bad as whoever . That'• really not the way 
o:r 
· it should be looke~. But you know how people are, 
they just judge people by the overall information 
that they know. Which is wrong . It really is. 
Alot of people feel that way about different rel-
igiona, different nationalities . They know one 
person who doe·• something wrong and th t 1 • it. It's 
too bad that people feel that way but they do. 
How do you feel about anti-Italian jokes? 
You mean towards Italians? Well some of them I . 
can tolerate, , ome of them I can't . Some of them 
are just aimed and you know that who ever is saying 
them is just the total opposite . Some I -can tol-
erate . I'm the type of person who can take any 
kind of joke but some go a little bit too far. 
Like I hate ' the word "Whop''. Oh I l hate tha t wi tb 
a passion. When I hea r that it' just like, whoa 
I already do~'t like this person becau e I don't 
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have to do this? 
goes through it . 
Being young I gueas everyone 
Sometimes what I think what 
would have made a difference, being Italian be-
cause of mY. backgrou~d . But seeing other kid•, 
it may not have made that much of a difference. 
Db you think of yourself aa 3ore of an Italian 
or more of an American or a little of both? 
Well it ia hard to say, I I think that r - am right 
ip the middle of both . I've grown up here so 
I've picked up alot of the American way of 
growing up. · Not that I knock down my other 
half - the Italian half - but I really don't 
feel it to eithe~ one of th~ sides, to be hon-
est with you . r etake them both as part of every-
day. I come to work everyday and moat of the 
people are Americ an . It'• fine . I feel juat aa 
welcome to them and as comfortable to them as I 
do when I go home and they're all Italian . I ~ 
ia not that hard for me to switch over like, 
"Oh I~ve got to go to work and L~have to be thia 
way, now I'm going home and I have to be that 
way . " No it really isn'tl. It kind of floats 
right in . It doean't t make that much of a dif-
ference . 
Tlilank you • 
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